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The Women of the Old Testament. By Robert F. Horton, 
M.A., D.D. New York: E. R. Herrick & Co.; Chicago: 
American Baptist Publication Society. No date. Pp. xii + 
292. $1. 

The pen of Dr. Horton dips into many kinds of ink. This 
" Studies in Womanhood" is apparently a collection of discourses on 
about twenty of the most interesting female characters in the Old Testa- 
men t. About each character, or group of characters, the author has woven 
the threads of a sermon or paper. The narrative is replete with historic 
information, with brilliant imagination, and with sensible exhortation. 
There is also an attempt to present some of the critical results of these 
times. These often divert the reader's mind from the wholesome influ- 
ence and force of the main thoughts. We find also that the author 
persists, in contradistinction to Dr. Driver in his Introduction to the 
Literature of the Old Testament, in spelling the divine name Yahweh, 
instead of the popular form, Jehovah. 

Some of the statements of the author will challenge the minds of 
the thoughtful readers as rather dogmatic, in view of the possibilities 
of discovery in our day. For example, he says (p. 276): " The story 
[of Esther] is fictitious, but the inspiration is real." One is constrained 
to ask how the author knows whether either statement is correct. No 
proof of either is given, and the careful reader may challenge both. 

The critical positions assumed by the author are substantially those 
adopted in his Revelation and the Bible, published in 1892. As a col- 
lection of homiletic and hortatory discourses, this volume may do good 
but, to achieve the best results among those for whom it seems to be 
prepared, its critical boughs should be severely pruned. 

Price. 



A Handbook of Bible and Church Music. By J. Aston Whitlock, 
M.A., Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. New 
York: E. & J. B. Young & Co., 1898. Pp. 134. 

This small handbook of music is made up of two parts. The first 
treats of " Patriarchal and Hebrew Musical Instruments and Terms ; 
The Temple Service; Headings of the Psalms." The second part is 
"A Short Sketch of Ecclesiastical Music, from the Earliest Christian 
Times to the Days of Palestrina and Purcell." In Part I the author 
labors under the disadvantage of having no treatise on ancient Hebrew 
or oriental music. He is obliged to rely on scanty and meager sources 



